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Front Cover: 934 and BL32 haul No.9117 goods up Ingliston Bank at 14 35 on Sat.20.9.86. 


Opposite: $312 sits in the rain at Ballarat East at 21 15 on Sun.22.7.84 after running the Down evening pass. (Both photos 


Graham Withers) 
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Sydney Bound Freights 


With the recent changes to schedules on the standard 
gauge and the availability of twenty 2200 kw loco- 
motives, it is timely to look at the operation of goods 
trains between Melbourne and Albury. The schedules 
are now based on V/Line G class (G516-G520) and 
SRA 81 class (8166-8180) locomotives. Table 1 shows 
the train number of the down goods along with load- 
ing and maximum speed. Extensive use is being made 
of the G and 81 class locomotives. Table 2 lists the 
locomotives on each of the down goods for the month 
of September 1986. As can be seen, all fifteen 81 class 
and five G class appeared during the month. 422s 
appeared on only 7 occasions, while S301, X41 and 
T411 all turned up periodically. Some trains, mainly 


BY 8181 


9693 and 9667, may have had additional power to that | 
shown on odd occasions. At least twice, these trains © 
were over the single engine load of 1500 tonnes for G 
or 81 class. Train 9689 is listed as light loco ex Dynon 
to Upfield where it picks up the car train from Ford. 
On occasions it originates ex Dynon with general 
freight. However, with the downturn in the car 
industry, it is also common for this train to be can- | 
celled. Train 9693 can also be cancelled when there is | 
insufficient traffic or when stop work meetings occur. © 
Table 3 has been included to give some detail of the 
running of the down goods. The up goods and pas- 
senger trains have not been included. 


Table 1 | 
Days Max. Scheduled 
Train Depart Speed Load 
Number Melb km/h tonnes Loading 
9693 M-F 80 900 General and empties 
9695 M-F 80 1500 Expressliner — United and Intermodal 
9689 M-F 80 1500 Cars ex Upfield 
9663 M-F 100 750 Superfreighter to Chullora, NSW 
9665 M-F 100 900 Expressliner — Contrans 
9667 M-F 80 1500 General and Brisbane loading 
9675 Sat. 80 1650 General loading 
9661 Sat. 80 = Superfreighter to Chullora, NSW 
9697 Sat. 80 1650 Expressliner 


Note: M-F Monday to Friday inclusive. 


$301 and WL257 power through Broadford with the 06 15 Up Albury goods on Sun.27.7.86. (John Dare) 


feet 
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Above: A standard gauge goods hauled by 42205, heads past Middle Footscray with the city skyline in the 
background, on what used to be called Black Thursday. 4.4.85. (John Dennis) 


Below: 42214 and X41 pass through Craigieburn with the 16 30 Down Albury goods on Sun.23.2.86. (John Dare) 


JANUARY 1987 


Table 2: Standard Gauge Freight Departures (Sept. 1986) 
Train Number 
Date 9693 9695 9689 9663 665 9667 9675 9661 9697 
Mon. 1 8175, 8172, 8179 x GS517 G518 $301, X41 
42208, 
42201 
Tues. 2 8175 Tt . 8168, 8170 G519 ee 
Wed. 3 8175 G520 * 8173 G518 GS517 
Thurs. 4 8175 8172 8168 8167 X41 8176 
Fri. 5 8170 GS517 * G519 8173 pee aa 
1 
Sat. 6 8172 8175 - - 
Sun.7 
Mon. 8 bs 8175 ‘i 8174 8166 G517, G519 
Tues. 9 8169 8173 42213 G520 8179 8180, T411 
Wed. 10 8172 GS517 - 8174 8175 $301, 42213 
Thurs. 11 G518 8167 8170 GS519 42216 8169 
Fri. 12 8180, S301 G520 X41, T411 8179 8178 a 
G 

Sat. 13 8173, S301 8172, - - 

42216, 

42201 
Sun. 14 8167 
Mon. 15 8169, 42204 8171 ig G520 GS517 8180, S301 
Tues. 16 8179 8178 X41 8172 G519 8167, S301 
Wed. 17 8168 8169 G520 8174 8171 8176, S301 
Thurs. 18 8180 G518, 8170 8173 8175 8178 $301, G519 
Fri. 19 * 8168, 8167 8174 G520 8177 8169 
Sat. 20 G518 8166 - 8175 
Sun. 21 
Mon. 22 : 8178 * 8167 GS520 8174, S301 
Tues. 23 8169 8172 8168 8171 X41 8177, S301 
Wed. 24 8168, 8180 — 8173 8176, 8166 GS520 42212 
Thurs. 25 
(Show Day) 8167 8174 si 8170 G518 8177, S301 
Fri. 26 8171 8175 . 8178 GS519 8180 
Sat. 27 GS517, X41 8167 8170, 8174 
Sun. 28 
Mon. 29 8169 8177 8168 G518 8176, X41, 

T411 

Tues. 30 GS17 GS519 8170 8173 8178 8179 G516 


* Not known if this train ran. 


+ Probably ran but were not recorded. 
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Above: G520 swings through the curves near Kilmore East with the 1145 Down goods. Sat.28.6.86. 
(Bryce Leydon) 


Opposite: 42216 and GM28 leave Broadmeadows with the 16 30 Down Albury goods on Sun.5.2.84. (John Dare) 


Table 3: Actual Departure Times for Down Goods 
9693 9695 9689 9663 9665 9667 9675 9661 9697 
M-F M-F M-F M-F M-F M-F Sat. Sat. Sat. 
| Dynon 11 45 13 30 13 40 18 10 19 10 22 30 15 45 19 10 20 30 
Somerton Loop 12 30 14 22 1654* 1854 20 05 23 23 16 39 20 06 21 24 
Wallan Loop 12 56 14 58 17 58 19 28 20 28 23 57 17 16 20 32 22 01 
_ Broadford Loop 13 16 15 23 18 32 19 49 20 47 00 23 17 42 20 55 22 27 
Seymour Loop 13 41 15 49 1911 20 10 21 06 00 49 18 52 21 32 22 54 
_ Violet Town Loop 14 31 16 47 20 12 20 56 2151 01 47 19 54 22 31 23 57 
Benalla Loop 14 52 17 10 20 37 2114 22 07 02 10 20 18 22 53 00 21 
Alumatta Loop 15 24 18 00 2110 21 45 22 33 02 50 2100 23 27 01 05 
| Chiltern Loop 15 56 18 40 21 48 22 15 23 00 03 30 21 41 00 03 01 46 
| Albury Arrival 16 30 19 20 22 30 22 45 23 30 04 12 22 25 00 40 02 26 
| Forms Train 3492 3494 3462 3464 3466 3474 


Note: Not all loops are shown. 


_* Arrives Somerton Loop 14 31 light loco and departs for Upfield. Departs Upfield 16 40 as car train. 
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The Ashy Dasher 


and the Deepdene Dasher 


The recent articles on the Ashy Dasher and the Deep- 
dene Dasher by Jack McLean, John McMillan and Bill 
Abbott also brought back many memories of my early 
interest in the Outer Circle Railway. 

I, like Bill Abbott, lived in Deepdene during the 
1920s and 1930s, and also I was a pupil at Deepdene 
State School during the same time. With the station 
being located at the bottom of the school yard, no 
doubt Bill will recall the arrival by steam train each 
school morning from East Camberwell of some of his 
teachers (Miss Knox, Mr Woffe, etc.). He will also 
recall the wooden coal bin on the loop platform and the 
location for dropping loco ashes at the Abercrombie St 
end of the loop. This loop had two short dead ends 
with buffers at each end for the purpose of stowing the 
four wheeled truck used for the conveyance of coal. 
Although I have seen a number of diagrams of the 
loop siding at this location, none have shown the dead 
ends. 

During the years 1922-23 I was fortunate to be able 
to travel frequently between Deepdene and Ashburton 
by steam trains and can recall that Golf Links station 
was a very narrow short platform constructed entirely 
of sleepers with a very small galvanised iron shed for 
passenger shelter. Likewise, Hartwell had the same 
type of shed with a slightly longer cinder surfaced plat- 
form. The other stations had buildings of the normal 
1880s era. 

After the electrification of the Camberwell to 
Ashburton section of line, my steam travels were then 
restricted to the section between Deepdene and East 
Camberwell. After steam ceased I was able to travel for 
a short period on the AEC railmotors. 

During the late 1920s and 1930s J was able to inspect 
the whole line several times on foot and by bicycle, 
other than the section north of the Yarra River bet- 
ween Fulham Grange and Fairfield. The following 
observations were made at the time and may be of 
interest to readers. 


Willsmere: In 1926-27 the station and buildings were 
intact. I believe these disappeared about 1930. 


East Kew: Intact as above including all signals. 


Deepdene: Intact, including two home signals and one 
distant signal at the north end. The station building was 
burned down late in 1927 and this was believed to have 
been caused by a swagman who camped in the small 
waiting room. Camberwell Fire Brigade attended in 
their 1912 Hotchkiss appliance. The departmental resi- 
dence alongside the Whitehorse Rd level-crossing was 
occupied and remained so until about 1938 when it was 
demolished to make way for a woodyard. 


Roystead and Shenley: The platforms were intact, but 
I have no recollection of any structures thereon. 


ADRIAN DARE 


East Camberwell: The low level station was intact and 
remained so until after World War 2. 


During 1932 an inspection was made of the long 
unused section between Ashburton and Oakleigh. The 
highlight was of course the ‘“‘Black Bridge’? which 
spanned the area now occupied by the East Malvern 
golf course. This long timber trestle bridge was on a 
curve and other than having a few planks missing on 
the top deck at rail level and some minor fire damage 
to three base supports, it was virtually intact and 
remained so until the beginning of World War 2, when 
it was sold for its wood content for £500. This bridge 
was not ballasted. 

Further on was the site of Waverley Rd station and 
junction. All buildings had long before gone, but the 
complete rail network including all points and 
crossovers was intact and all signals still in place. 

Proceeding further along to the point of convergence 
alongside the present Hughesdale station all track was 
still in place and together with the roadbed was in very 
good condition considering the time that it had 
remained unused. 

At all locations along the whole length of the Outer 
Circle line where rail had been removed from level- 
crossings to allow for new road surfacing, the rail had 
not been disposed of, but stacked neatly on railway 
property and remained there until the line was dis- 
mantled in the late 1940s as described in Bill Abbott’s 
article. The plate girder bridge at the bottom of 
Childers St, North Kew was removed at about the 
same time. 

In conclusion mention should be made of the 
safeworking operations at the Whitehorse Rd level- 
crossing. 


Trains: The fireman or guard would proceed to the 
crossing with a red flag to block road traffic and indi- 
cate to the train driver when to proceed. In the 
passenger train days, a red lamp was used at night. 


Trams: Compulsory tram stops were located at each 
side of the crossing. The conductor was required to 
proceed to the crossing and after ascertaining that all 
was clear, beckon the tram driver to proceed. This duty 
continued for many years after regular passenger trains 
ceased running and during the time when only two 
goods trains a week operated over the crossing. 


Now it is over 60 years since I first traversed the line | 
and recently I have noticed that a lot of the cuttings 
have been filled in and are used as parks and play- 
grounds. Station platforms have been levelled and 
their former locations are difficult to locate. Used car | 
yards and other commerical projects now cover parts of 
this interesting railway history. 


470M and 202D near Willison on an Up service, Tues.1.11.83. (Gavin McLaughlan) 


HARRIS AT 
TRARALGON 


Above: On Sat.23.8.86 the Tramway Museum Society of Vic- 
toria ran an electric traction tour to Traralgon with a seven-car 
Harris set, seen here beside the Traralgon Loco Depot. 


Below: The Harris set stands at the Traralgon platform prior to 
departure back to Melbourne. (Both photos John Dare) 
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Above: Due to the failure of the 600 hp DRCs in service, the 
Stony Point line services were loco hauled for several weeks 
during August until the railcars were repaired. On Sat.2.8.86, 
T402 waits at Stony Point with a Frankston-bound train. 
(John Dare) 


Below: On Sun.10.8.86 the duty loco was T351 seen here 
Frankston-bound near Somerville. (Bryce Leydon) 


Above: G42 is shunted in Belgrave yard prior to being trans- 
ferred to Menzies Creek on Sat.20.9.86. The following week 
G42 was transferred by road to the Steam Age Spotswood 
depot where under a CEP financial grant, work will progress to 
restore the Garratt loco back to operating condition. 


Below: 7NA slowly crosses the trestle bridge near Belgrave as 
it hauls the G42 transfer train to Menzies Creek. (Both photos 
John Dare) 


More Ashy Dasher 


My Ashy Dasher story in the August issue seems to 
have stirred a few people into adding to the folk lore of 
the line. It is obvious that there are many other stories 
about the Outer Circle, so far untold or unpublished, 
and it wouldn’t surprise me if someone started an 
Outer Circle fan club. Apart from the articles by John 
McMillan, Bill Abbott and Adrian Dare, I have had 
several phone calls on the subject. One of the phone 
callers reminded me that I had recently submitted a 
time table problem to The Times, (the magazine of the 
Australian Association of Timetable Collectors). 
Rather than dream up a fictitious railway or even a real 
railway with a fictitious problem on it, I decided that 
for The Times, | would pose a problem about a real rail- 
way and a real time table. As my problem concerned 
the Ashburton line, it was suggested that it might be of 
interest to readers of Newsrail. 

I show here (Figure 1) an extract from the VR 
suburban public time table of 25th November, 1935, in 
which you can see, in the right hand column that a Fri- 
days excepted train left Ashburton at 9.57 pm, whereas 
the Fridays only train left at 9.59 pm. The question was 
‘‘Why was it two minutes later on Fridays?”’. 

Briefly, the Ashburton line was then still all single. 
Camberwell - Riversdale was worked by Lever Locking 
and Track Control. Riversdale was interlocked, 
(mainly for the tramway crossing), but for several 
reasons, including having only one platform, 
passenger trains were not scheduled to cross there. (I 
said in my earlier article ‘‘and never did’’, but John 
Frost has told me that one afternoon when he was 
coming home from school, something had gone wrong 
and an Up electric train had been shunted into the loop 
while his train ran through the platform road. Had the 
Up train been taken out of service or was it an empty 
car train? He was never able to find out.) Beyond 
Riversdale, the single line sections Riversdale - Hart- 
well and Hartwell - Ashburton were worked by staff 
and ticket and telephone block. Hartwell was an inter- 
locked crossing station with an island platform. At 
Ashburton, only the track through the platform was 
wired and so when trains went off to the extension, the 
first train in was obliged to be the last one out. Tracks, 
wired and unwired, are shown in Figure 2. 

Except during peak periods, the service was main- 
tained by one ABM to which a D was sometimes 
added. In the evening peak, the ABM/D went off at 
Camberwell between 5.43 pm and 7.04 pm, and during 
this time, five seven-car through trains came from 
Flinders St. Four returned that night, but the fifth 
went off into the Ashburton extension at 6.58 pm and 
remained there until 7.26 am the following week day or 
Saturday. 

On Friday nights, late shopping crowds required the 
service to be augmented and so four cars were 
detached from the 6.58 pm off train and these cars ran 
the 9.28 pm Up and 9.44 pm Down local trips and then 
they returned to the extension. 

To release the four car block, the ABM-D made an 
extra return trip leaving Ashburton at 9.11 pm and 
leaving Camberwell at 9.26 pm. On Fridays, the 9.28 
pm Up was given an extra minute at Hartwell to cross 
the 9.26 pm Down. The reader should now have suffi- 
cient information with which to explain the two minute 
difference. The Times offered no prizes for correct 
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answers, but we knew of at least two correct answers 
offered by our more astute time table readers. 

Obviously, the question I posed could more easily 
have been answered if the reader had available, (as I 
had) the pages of the appropriate working timetable 
(Figure 3). 

You will remember that as there was only one wired 
track at Ashburton, electric trains using the extension 
did so on the basis of first in last out. Each week night 
while the ABM-D was off at Camberwell the 6.58 
arrival through train was put away in the Ashburton 
extension leaving the ABM-D to work the service for 
the rest of the night. Similarly, but on Fridays Only, 
while the ABM-D was away on its return trip to Cam- 
berwell (9.11 pm Up and 9.26 pm Down) the four cars 
could be detached in the Ashburton extension to run 
the 9.28 pm Up. 

However, at 9.35 pm when the ABM-D had arrived 
at Ashburton the four-car block was still at Camber- 
well, and the entry of the latter to the Ashburton 
extension would have been blocked by the ABM-D at 
the platform. It was therefore necessary to run the 9.40 
pm Up empty ABM-D train to Hartwell where it could 
be passed by the 9.44 pm Down. 

After the 9.44 pm had cleared Ashburton at 9.53 
pm, (and gone into the extension) the ABM-D could 
follow at 9.54 pm arriving at Ashburton at 9.57 pm. 

On Fridays Excepted, the next Up local train would 
have been due out of Ashburton at 9.57, but two 
minutes were needed after arrival for the crew of the 
ABM.-D to change ends, before departing at 9.59, two 
minutes later than on week nights. From appropriate 
pages of the WTT shown, I have drawn a graph which 
might make the activity a little clearer. 

This curious little move lasted only from September, 
1935 to November, 1936, a time when I should have 
been doing my high school homework and not allowed 
to go that far at that time of night. It was however seen 
by at least one attentive schoolboy. I was guest speaker 
at Camberwell Historical Society some time in the 
seventies, and mentioned this move when describing 
trains on the Outer Circle line. A bloke in the audience 
said to me afterwards, ‘“‘I can remember that train pop- 
ping into Hartwell and then popping out again, and 
after all these years, I now know why’”’. 


A.R.H.S. 
RAILWAY MUSEUM 


Open Sat. - Sun. and public holidays 2 - 5 pm 


Mid-week visits by arrangement: 
Telephone 596 3249 


Miniature Live Steam rides: 
4th Sunday of month — Feb. - Nov. 


CHAMPION ROAD, 
NORTH WILLIAMSTOWN 
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Above: R707 needs extra assistance to turn at Ballarat East 
Loco Depot (see October Newsrail) whilst working the 
Melbourne Limited on Thurs.14.8.86. (Terry Dexter) 


Below: K153 approaches the MCG with a special train as part 
of the Spoletto Festival Rockin’ the Rails on Sun.21.9.86. 
(lan MacCowan) 


Above: Tues.28.10.86 saw L1158 on the Up Gippsilander with | 


G | [> PS LAN D an unusual composition seen here as it nears Murrumbeena. 


Below: With the reduction in the number of available L class, | 


Gippsland trains are being more frequently diesel hauled. Here 
A71 leads the Up Gippslander away from Hughesdale on | 
Tues.21.10.86. (Both photos John Dennis) 
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Above: S311 heading the 14 15 Morwell - North Geelong briquette train, pauses at Moe to change over crews with 
L1169 on a Down goods on Fri.14.11.86. Once S classes used to be a rare sight in Gippsland, but with the phasing 
out of the L class they are now a common sight. (John Dare) 


Below: L1165 leads a repainted N set past Oakleigh on a Down Traralgon pass. Wed.29.10.86. (John Dennis) 
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General News 


Obsolete grain wagons: Idle railway grain trucks worth 
about $1.5 million could soon be on the move after 
talks to lift a union ban. For nearly 12 months, 3000 
V/Line open wagons across the state have rusted 
under the elements. 

Some have been out of action for six years because 
of an Australian Railway Union ban on their disposal. 
The union argued against getting rid of the trucks 
because of doubts over the strength of rollingstock in 
the rail system. 

But a V/Line spokesman said a major building 
program this year had replaced more than half the 
obsolete units. Each new wagon replaces seven of the 
old model because they are lighter and allow trains to 
pull more wagons. 

Now V/Line and the union are negotiating possible 
methods of disposal for the valuable dead stock. The 
V/Line spokesman was unable to say when a decision 
was likely. Alternatives include sale to rail enthusiasts 
or to scrap metal dealers. 

Meanwhile, hundreds of the rusting trucks are at 
what was once one of Australia’s busiest military 
bases. Dysart siding near Seymour, 100 km north of 
Melbourne, bustled with soldiers and their weapons 
during World War 2. 

Military chiefs used Dysart to ship tanks, troops and 
heavy artillery to their new training base at 
Puckapunyal. The siding was used for the shooting of 
three films, Ned Kelly, The Last Outlawand The Man 
From Snowy River. 

For the past three years, nearly 350 grain and stock 
wagons have filled the siding waiting for a call back to 
action. (Herald, IBB) 
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Plan to restore scenic railway in north-east Victoria: 
Consulting engineers, Hardcastle & Richards Proprie- 
tary Limited have recently undertaken an evaluation of 
an abandoned railway in north-eastern Victoria which 
reflects three different eras of railway bridge construc- 
tion. 

The railway line from Wodonga to the old 
Tallangatta township was built in the years 1887 to 
1891 and extended over the range through Shelley, the 
highest railway station in Victoria, to Cudgewa in 1921. 
Sections of the line were relocated in the 1930s when 
Hume Weir was built and again in the 1950s when its 
maximum water level was raised and Tallangatta town- 
ship was relocated to a new site. During the late 1940s 
and 1950s this line carried much of the equipment and 
machinery for the Snowy Mountains Hydro-Electricity 
Scheme. After this traffic decreased and the line was 
closed in 1979. 

A group of local railway enthusiasts then formed the 
Tallangatta Valley Railway Incorporated to endeavour 
to re-open the line as a tourist railway. In 1985 they 
approached Hardcastle & Richards who agreed to act as 
Civil and Structural Consulting Engineers for their rail- 
way. In August, 1986 they decided to apply for a Com- 
monwealth Employment Program grant to restore the 
line to tourist traffic. 


Centre pages: 


42208 at Kilmore East with an Up early morning Albury 
goods. Sun.24.2.85. (John Dare) 


Below: The 24 metre high timber railway bridge on the Tallan- 
gatta Valley Railway. (Bruce Day) 
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H&R’s project constultant, Bruce Day, spent a week 
surveying the 39km section Huon - Tallangatta - 
Bullioh - Derbyshire, which traverses some beautifully 
scenic countryside, in order to assess the work required 
to restore the line and its fourteen steel, concrete and 
timber bridges. One bridge, whose height is approx- 
imately 24 metres, is reputed to be the highest timber 
railway bridge in Victoria. 

A CEP grant application for approximately $1.2 mil- 
lion and employing approximately 90 unemployed 
people over a 12 month period has been prepared by 
H&R and lodged in September on behalf of TVR Inc. 

If TVR can attract to the restored railway even a 
small percentage of the three million tourists who pass 
through Albury - Wodonga each year, then its success 
as a tourist venture is assured. 


Transport debt has its uses: The State Government 
defended its program of transport borrowings which 
produced a transport debt of $2785 million in 1985-86. 
The Premier, Mr Cain, told Parliament the borrowings 
had been used to rebuild the State public transport 
system which had been ‘‘on its knees’? when his 
Government came to office. 

‘*A lot of attention is being focused on the transport 
debt. I think it’s reasonable to also look at assets which 
transport borrowings have enabled us to purchase’, 
Mr Cain said. ‘‘We have embarked on a borrowing 
exercise to take care of the mess that was left behind. 
There are people .. . who are unable to use cars — the 
old, the young and the disabled — and they need to be 
able to use public transport.” 

Mr Cain said transport borrowings had been used to 
increase rollingstock for the metropolitan and country 
rail systems. ‘‘We have a full fleet of air-conditioned 
country passenger trains. What did we have before? 
Dog boxes’’, he said. 
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Patronage of country passenger trains had increased 
by 50 per cent. Country rail freight services had been 
improved by the purchase of about 80 new grain trains 
and freight charges had been reduced by five per cent. 
“It is nonsense to talk about borrowings and debt with- 
out talking about assets and what has been done with 
these borrowings’’, he said. 

The Minister for Transport, Mr Roper, said the two 
largest components of the State’s transport debt were 
the borrowings undertaken by previous Liberal 
governments to finance the West Gate Bridge and the 
underground rail loop. (Age, IBB) 


V/Line wins contract: It is believed that V/Line has 
won a contract from Australian National to do wheel 
turning on AN locos. These are done at Newport 
workshops on newly installed equipment provided as 
part of the upgrading of the workshops. AN locos to 
receive the treatment up to Sat.8.11 are 965 (old SAR 
colours), BL35, 941 freshly repainted in AN colours. 
On Sun.9.11, 832 (brown SAR livery) arrived as third 
unit on 9188 Up express goods then proceeded to 
Newport for work to be carried out to its wheels. (JG) 


PHOTO QUIZ 


Where is it?: The bod on the platform might still be 
waiting in vain for a passenger train as more paint peels 
off this weatherboard station building which is as far 
north from Melbourne as you can travel by rail and still 
stay within Victoria. 

The station was opened in 1925 but despite the track 
seeming to be disappearing beneath the reddish sandy 
soil and the forlorn appearance of the unused 
passenger facilities there was quite a lot of freight 
traffic associated with the wheat harvest going on 
across on the sidings when this photograph was taken 
about 1982. Answer page 30. 
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Above: BL32 and C502 tow dead ANR 830 class, No.832, 
across Iron Bark Gully Bridge with the 05 00 Ararat-Dynon 
express goods on Sun.9.11.86. This being the first 830 class to 


visit Victoria to have its wheels turned at Newport workshops. 
(See General News) 


Below: 832 after arrival at South Dynon. Sun.9.11.86. (Both 
photos John Dare) 


~ APM 


Above: V/Line’s T342 on loan to APM Maryvale undergoes 
some mechanical work in between shifts at the paper mill. 
Whitcomb locos No.1 and No.2 can also be seen. Fri.14.11.86. 


Below: T342 leaves the mill with a full load as itruns along the 
APM private line to the main line siding near Morwell on 
Fri.31.10.86. (Both photos John Dare) 


Traffic 


WOLSELEY LINE & BRANCHES 


352 Up Horsham goods: On Mon.6.10, G525-T368- 
VQCXx4-VLCXx3-VOFX-VQCXx4 on 352 Up goods 
arrived at Stawell at 17 30, attached P49 and departed 
at 17 20. On Tues.7.10, 352 passed through Stawell at 
1818 with T379-VLCXx4-VOFX-VLBY-VLCX- 
VTQY-VOBX-VTQYx10-VFJX. 


On Wed.8.10, 352 departed Horsham at 15 50 with 
Y156-Vansx6-VTQYx2-VOBX. At Murtoa, T368- 
VQCX-GYx6 were attached and departure was at 
16 52, crossed No.9119 with C502-BL26 at Deep Lead 
loop at 17 46 and arrived at Stawell at 1805. The 6 
GYs were shunted to the silo, an operation which took 
one hour, then 1xNOBX was attached and 352 drew 
forward and pushed back into No.2 road to cross a 
Down grain with GS11-VHGYx31 at 1925 and a 
Down express goods, X52-BL31-25 vehicles at 19 37. 
352 Up goods then departed at 19 50, (the 6 GYs ex 
Portland bound for Stawell were hauled to Murtoa by 
No.9185 Down fast goods earlier that morning, 
shunted off and picked up by 352 Up goods to be 
detached at Stawell). (GMcL) 


Superfreighter: The introduction of the Adelaide 
‘‘Superfreighter’’ has caused some noticeable changes 
to SA express goods trains. The Superfreighter runs on 
the path of the former 17 50 Jet. The 17 50 loading has 
been amalgamated with the 19 45 express goods which 
is now always double-headed by 2 C class or equiva- 
lent. The 17 50 was the original Jet and so another VR 
tradition has ended. The Superfreighter is double- 
headed by two X class or equivalent, is usually 9 AQSY 
and 6 A(V)QDW wagons and has been seen hauled by 
a single X or 930 if the loading is light. the AQSY 
wagons have what appears to be standard 3-piece 
bogies but is lettered 110 kmh. 


The 1045 Jet no longer appears to run and it has 
been replaced by a noon departure from Tottenham. 
This is also double-headed and conveys Lysaght steel 
and Tottenham loading. Interestingly if this is late it is 
sometimes only 15 minutes ahead of the 13 30 Jet and 
the chance of two express goods on Ingliston must now 
be a real possibility. To facilitate the making up of the 
Tottenham Jet, two long departure sidings have been 
constructed using the two most southern tracks of the 
second classification yard and the departure yard at 
Tottenham. All points have been removed to create 
two long sidings that stretch from Tottenham Yard box 
to West Footscray. Signal 9G on the Down indepen- 
dent through track is now redundant but has not been 
removed. Recently the lead from the Up end of the 
second classification yard to the Up independent 
through track was removed and signal 1G in this case 
was removed. Many other express goods are also dou- 
ble-headed now and average 30-35 bogies rather than 
the 15-20 of recent years. (WJ) 


BENDIGO, SWAN HILL LINE & BRANCHES 


Busy Eaglehawk: Thurs.30.10 provided plenty of 
movements through Eaglehawk due to the line be- 
tween Castlemaine and Maryborough being required 
for absolute occupation due to trackworks. Trains to 
and from Maryborough were diverted via Inglewood 


22 


where they reversed and then ran to Bendigo. Follow- 

ing is a list of all trains that passed through Eaglehawk 

that day: 

0105 (No.136) Up Swan Hill goods, T352-Y163. 

01 13 (No.9057) Down Swan Hill goods, T398. 

01 20 (No.188) Up Inglewood goods, B65. 

02 Aa 15 Up Maryborough goods, T352-T370- 
Y157. 

04 15 (No.9039) Down Swan Hill goods, T382. 

05 00 (No.430) Down Kerang goods, T387. 

07 10 (No.200) Down Maryborough goods, G521. 

09 46 (No.500) Up Maryborough goods, B65. 

10 25, 1030 Down Mitiamo goods, G521. 

13 25 (No.830) Up Kerang goods, T387. 

15 30, 1600 Down Korong Vale goods, T387. 

17 00 (No.132) Up Mitiamo goods, G521. 

20 02 (No.8043) Down Swan Hill, pass. $303. 

ge Up Swan Hill, Train of Knowledge, | 

22 10 (No.182) Up Korong Vale goods, T387-Y166. 

22 35 (No.136) Up Swan Hill goods, T382-T398. (AC) 


ALBURY LINE & BRANCHES 


Toolamba action: On Fri.24.10, I travelled to 
Murchison East and Toolamba to inspect some work 
programs being carried out in the district. Some 
interesting train movements were observed as well. 

Blue and gold B75 rolled into Murchison East two 
minutes down at 16 54 with 8324. X37 (also blue and 
gold) was in the newly constructed GEB silo siding 
with a long rake of hopper wagons being loaded. At 
17 30, an Up grain consisting entirely of GH wagons 
with T387 and T389 arrived. This provided an interest- 
ing comparision of the old and new methods of rail 
grain transportation. Toolamba provoked a touch of 
sadness because of the large amount of semaphore sig- 
nalling that has been removed. The two Up signals on 
the overhead bracket have been removed (the bracket 
is still intact), all shunting discs, distants in all direc- 
tions, Up signals on the Down side of the level-cross- 
ing and all signal posts have been removed. The signal 
box has been completely stripped and the signalling is 
now carried out from two sets of levers located on the 
platform. 

Toolamba as further downgrading is to be made in 
the future as eventually the section will be Murchison 
East - Shepparton with Toolamba switched in on an as 
required basis. 

Even so, on the night of the visit no fewer than four 
trains passed through in an hour and a half. An 
interesting movement was the arrival of Y168 from 
Shepparton light engine. The signalman at Toolamba 
stopped the loco just short of the unprotected level- 
crossing, then threw the points allowing Y168 to travel 
to Tatura. 40 minutes later, Y168 with eight bogie con- 
tainer flats returned and after running round the con- 
sist departed for Shepparton. Whilst this was happen- 
ing a single T on a Down Tocumwal waited at the 
Down arrival signal. 

An interesting night was concluded when the Down 
Cobram pass, hauled by an A class, passed through on 
time. (PF) 


NEWSRAIL 


STANDARD GAUGE 


Intercapital Daylight: Whilst the 0840 Down 
Daylight is normally hauled by a 422 class loco, on the 
dates listed it was hauled by the following locos: 
Sat.9.8, X41; Mon.25.8, 8167; Tues.26.8, 44227; 
Wed.27.8, 44227, Fri.5.9, 8168; Tues.9.9, S301; 
Wed.17.9, X41-42208; Sat.4.10, G518,; Thurs.9.10, 
8177; Fri.17.10, X41-S301. (IW) 


Slab steel traffic: The introduction of the G and 81 
class to the standard gauge along with an apparent 
increase in loading including overflow slab steel traffic 
has meant that many goods trains are now 30 bogies 
long and double-headed. I have yet to see a 50 bogie 
freight on the gauge but 45 is not uncommon. X41 and 
S301 remain on the gauge and appear to be in the G 
pool running coupled for days on end. (WJ) 


SUBURBAN LINES 


Busy Tottenham: The following trains were noted in 

the Tottenham area on Sat.4.10, Commencing at 08 00 

all Geelong line trains were diverted via the goods lines 

between South Kensington and Newport due to track- 

work in the Footscray - Yarraville area. 

07 32 T353-T367 Up light locos. 

07 35 8180 on No.9662 Up standard gauge freight. 

07 43 C508-C509 on No.9156 Up Jet. 

07 51 B74-T390 on 02 15 Up Seymour goods. 

07 57 X51-X52 on No.9186 Up Jet. 

08 02 P15-P23 (dead) on 06 50 Up Kyneton pass. 

08 05 DRC43-102MTH on 07 50 Down Kyneton pass. 

08 07 N460 on 07 55 Down Dimboola pass. 

08 07 8172 on No.9664 Up standard gauge freight. 

08 21 A71 on 08 00 Down Geelong pass. 

08 27 8177 on Up Melbourne Express. 

08 29 X53-935 on Up Overland. 

08 40 N451 on 07 30 Up Geelong pass. 

08 41 R761 on Up empty cars from Newport via 
Sunshine. 

08 45 X32-A85 on 06 50 Up Bendigo pass. 

08 59 G518 on Down /ntercapital Daylight. 

09 03 X42 on 08 35 Down Bendigo pass. 

09 08 N457-N462 on 08 35 Down Warrnambool pass. 

09 10 N459 on 07 45 Up Ballarat pass. 

/ 09 21 Y105 on Up Brooklyn container shunt. 

09 22 42211 on Up relief Melbourne Express. 

09 23 S8RM on 09 05 Down Bacchus Marsh pass. 

09 27 N463 on 09 00 Down Geelong pass. 

09 36 X35 on 08 30 Up Geelong pass. 

09 47 R761 on 09 30 Down ARHS special to Bendigo. 

10 03 N454 on 06 55 Up Warrnambool pass. 

10 11 T364 on Down empty ballast to Deer Park. 

10 19 K153 on Up empty cars from Newport to 
Flinders St for special to open the refurbished 

station at Hawthorn. 

10 25 $306-S311 on steel train from Long Island. 

(10 00) Down Geelong pass. not noted. 

10 53 N453 on 09 30 Up Geelong pass. 

10 55 B65-X50 on 06 35 Up Swan Hill pass. 

10 59 C501-C505 on No.9128 Up Jet. 

10 59 S304 on 06 45 Up Dimboola pass. 

11 20 X35 on 11 00 Down Geelong pass. 

11 2758RM on 10 45 Up Bacchus Marsh pass. 
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11 29 DRC43-102MTH on 10 20 Up Kyneton pass. 
11 29 G524 on 11 15 empty steel to Long Island. 

11 39 A71 on 10 30 Up Geelong pass. 

11 40 932-BL35 on 11 45 Down Jet. 

12 18 T381-T348-T363 on 10 40 Down Bendigo goods. 
12 20 T364 on Up loaded ballast from Deer Park. 
12 21 N453 on Down Geelong pass. 

12 34 N463 on 11 30 Up Geelong pass. 

12 39 Y114 on Down Albion shunt. 

12 41 X32 on 12 30 Down Ballarat pass. 

12 46 X38 on 12 05 Down Seymour goods. (IW) 


Observations of interest around Melbourne: 

Fri.11.7: 9444, 08 30 Morwell briquette siding — Tot- 
tenham goods, arrived in Melbourne at 16 30 with 
Y175-T406 haul L1154-T399-T384 dead. Front 3 
locos were cut off and T399-T384 started for the 
final leg of the run to Tottenham. 

Mon.4.8: 9155, 2200 Down Mildura goods left with 
X42-X31-X52-A62. 

Tues.5.8: 8065, 18 30 Down Bendigo pass. hauled by 
X35-S304-B84;, 8139, 1930 Down Ballarat pass. 
hauled by 937-935. 

Mon.11.8: 9538, 09 35? Up Dandenong goods had 
T378-Y 149; loading included dead L1155 anda SA 
railcar shell. 

Thurs.14.8: 9156, 1215 Dry Creek - Melbourne 
Express goods, arr. 07 15 with C505-X-C503. 9119, 
1235 Down Adelaide Express goods (ex-bogie 
oe departed behind C506-T409 (normally 2/ 
C). 


Sat.16.8: BL35-947 light locos to Tottenham to work 
9117, 1145 Down Adelaide Express goods. 9123, 
13 45 Dynon - Adelaide Express goods hauled by 
C507-C509 with a load of 34=68=100/2128 
tonnes. X50-930-931 dep. Bogie Exchange at 13 15 
with a load of approx. =130 on a Down Jet. This 
may have been an extra, as the only Down Jets nor- 
mally running on Saturdays are 9117, 9123 and 9153 
(1940 ex-Dynon). 9128, 1900 Dry Creek - 
Melbourne Express goods arr. 1200 with C504- 
C506-G514. 

Mon.18.8: 9316, 1450 Kilmore East - Westall Apex, 
through North Melbourne at 18 10 with B76-B63- 
20VHQY. AN Alco 947 on 15 20 Down Geelong 
pass. 

Wed.20.8: A70-X33-Y116 on 22 00 Mildura goods. 

Mon.25.8: 9308, 0155 Kilmore East - Westall Apex, 
ran as T400-T351-T398-20VHQY. N453-T362- 
Y152 on 2200 Mildura goods. 

Tues.26.8: 9304, 18 30? Up Wodonga goods arrived at 
0450 behind B82-T404-T333. G514-937-932 ran 
light locos to Tottenham to work 9117 Jet. 

Wed.27.8: 9064, 22 00 Bendigo - Melbourne goods, 
hauled in at 0530 by X54-T385-T387-T382 with 
=54. Consist of train was containers of export rice. 
(GLB) 


Surrey Hills saga: Surrey Hills provides more enter- 
tainment than either Dallas or Dynasty! 

November 85: At the conclusion of the statewide rail 
strike, which ran from Fri.1.11 to Wed.6.11, a light 
engine was run to check track circuits before the 
resumption of service. A second series T passed on the 
Up journey at 04 30 on Thurs.7.11. For the short while 
remaining before the complete cessation of parcels 
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coach services, the evening parcels coach ran with 
greater regularity, passing on the Down between 19 05 
and 19 25, and returning about 40-60 minutes later. 
Through November, the proportion of Hitachi sets 
used for services on this line increased noticeably. For 
a long time, mainly Comeng and Harris trains had 
been observed. On Sat.9.11, a diesel loco travelled 
Down light at 20 30 and returned at 2205 towing a 
failed Harris set. On Thurs.14.11, a failed Comeng set 
was pushed up grade on the centre line by an unlit Har- 
ris set at 21 16, the traction motors of the pushing set 
straining hard. A Down Belgrave suburban overtook 
by using the Down line, which is not normally used in 
the evening. The only plant train which I observed for 
the month passed on the Up journey at 0555 on 
Sun.24.11. Freight trains were well powered. On 
Wed.20.11, a Down freight of hoppers and GYs was 
hauled by either 2/T or 2/X. On Fri.29.11, a Down 
goods at 06 10 was hauled by the unusual combination 
of T-P, with a load of GYs, louvre vans, cement hop- 
pers and a ZMF modular brakevan. 

The highlight of the month was a special passenger 
train to Yarra Glen for the MMBW social club. The 
consist was T361-17BE-29BE-Murray-31CE, and 
passed on the Down at 19 30, and on the Up at 23 40. 
This was the first non-steam special to Yarra Glen 
since the reopening. 


Dec.85 - Feb.86: See Feb. and April 86, Newsrail. 


March 86: The trend in freight traffic has been to run 
fewer, but heavier, trains (down from about three per 
week to two). Big locos and double-heading have 
become more common, with Ys virtually never seen 
(after being the most common locos for many years). 
The most common units are Ts, with Ist series more 
common than others. Virtually all freights pass on the 
Down journey just ahead of, or just after, the second 
Down suburban (due at 05 37). After shunting, they 
return just after the morning peak. With the reopening 
of the line to Yarra Glen (by the YVR), steam specials 
run on the second Sunday of each month. 


Freights were noted on: Fri.28.2 (1st series and 2nd 
series Ts, with a long train of J class 4-wheel cement 


hoppers, VPCX bogie cement hoppers and GYs); 
Fri.7.3 (ist series T, GYs); Thurs.13.3. (X class?); 
Wed.19.3 (B or B-Y with 4-wheel wagons); Tues.25.3 
(T with 4-wheel wagons); Thurs.27.3 (2/T, GYs and 
ZMF). On the weekend 15-16.3 the Union Rd level- 


crossing was closed to road traffic so that the tracks and © 
concrete slabs could be renewed as part of Camberwell _ 
Council’s plan to narrow the crossing to three lanes. — 


On Sat.22.3 a Yarra Glen steam special (K190-BE-2/ 
ABE-14CW) passed at 07 35, virtually empty. The 
early time was to enable filming at Yarra Glen, and the 
train made several runs through the day onto and off 
the Yarra River trestle bridge. It returned through Sur- 


rey Hills at 19 25, tender first with no diesel assistance. — 
April 86: was affected by the shunters’ strike. Many — 


suburban trains were cancelled, and other unusual 
moves occurred. A goods ran on Sat.5.4, an unusual 
day for a goods on this line (378 or 376 + T370, with 
10/VPCX-ZMF on the Up). That night saw another 


new class of loco on the line. An N (457?) travelled | 
Down light engine at 19 50, and returned light at 21 25. | 
What work did it do? The incident may be related to | 
the stabling of a suburban train in an unusual location | 


at Lilydale which, if it had failed, couldn’t be shifted to 
Jolimont because of the shunters’ strike. On Sun.13.4 
a Down empty Harris train showing ‘Special’ passed at 


08 50. As Harris trains are not supposed to be used on | 


Sundays, the move may have been another strike 


legacy. On the same day another steam special ran to | 


Yarra Glen. K190-C-2/ABE-2/BE simmered through 
on the Down journey at 10 40, and returned before 
1700. Goods trains continued to run, despite the 
strike: Tues.8.4 (X-T, heavy load); Wed.9.4 (1st series 
T with louvre vans, returning unusually early at 
06 53); Tues.15.4 (T-GYs);,; Wed.16.4 (2/T-louvres); 


Tues.22.4 (2/T-GYs); Wed.23.4 (B in orange and | 


silver livery, GYs, ZL van); Sat.26.4 (T357-T409 

cement traffic). Notice yet another Saturday run. 
April saw the 125th anniversary of the Melbourne - 

Hawthorn section of the Surrey Hills line. On 


13.4.1861 the line was extended from the temporary | 
terminus at Picnic, across the Yarra River to | 


Hawthorn. 


932 and BL35 wait at Parwan Loop with the 11 45 Down Wolseley express goods as X32 overtakes with the 12 30 
Down Ballarat pass. on Sat.4.10.86. (John Dare) 


BL31 and C508 pass through Bacchus Marsh after exchanging the staff by hand with No.9128 Up Wolseley 
express goods on Sun.12.10.86. (John Dare) 


| May 86: see Aug.86 Newsrail. 
June 86: This was a fairly busy month for freight. 
Locomotives used were mainly Ts, with some A, B and 
N sightings. The Fri.6.6 sighting was notable in having 
a ZL van, quite rare now on this line given that most of 
the state runs freights without a brakevan. Lilydale 
freights contain a mixture of GY 4-wheel wagons with 
_ superphosphate, J 4-wheel cement hopper wagons and 
| VPCX bogie cement hopper wagons. Bayswater 
| freights usually contain only bogie louvre wagons. 
Down trains were noted on: Wed.4 at 0605 (2/T, 
Lilydale); Thurs.5 at 04 45 (1st series T, Bayswater); 
Fri.6 at 07 07 (1324 or T334 plus T404, Lilydale, ZL 
| van); Tues.10 at 0530 (T-2/GY-van!); Wed.11 at 
04 20 (A79, GYs?, louvres, ZMF), returning at 06 50; 
| Thurs.12 at 04 32 (N, Lilydale); Wed.18 at 05 20 (8, 
_ GYs); Thurs.19 at 05 35 (T, flatwagon with six con- 
| tainers of briquettes, GYs); Tues.24 at 03 50 (A or N, 
| Lilydale); Wed.25 (T, GYs). 
| July 86: This was a quieter month for freight. On 
| Sun.13 the Yarra Glen steam special ran. A60 ran 
_ Down light engine at 14 26, and the train returned at 
1653: A60-K190(tender first)-80BW-75BW-62BW- 
_ 67BW-1BCE. 
| Down trains were noted on: Tues.1 (T, GYs); 
| Wed.16 (T, louvres), returning at 05 45; Tues.22 at 
| 05 35 (2/T-10VPCX-van); Tues.29.7 at 05 20 (T-4/ 
GY, no van?). As well, at 23 30 on Thurs.24.7 a B or T 
| passed light engine heading Down. 
_ August 86: There were two highlights. On Fri.1.8 a 
special pass. ran to Yarra Glen for Supertrain Promo- 
_ tions. T356-18CE-Murray-29BE-17BE passed at 20 01 
/ on the Down journey. On Tues.26 the now unfamiliar 
sound of Tait traction motors grinding up the grade 
was heard once more. The overhead lubrication set 
| passed Down at 10 10 and returned at 10 35. 
| Freight trains continued to be mainly T, with a mix- 
| ture of larger classes: Tues.5 at about 05 00 (T, GYs, 
| no van); Thurs.7 (T, GYs); Wed.13 at about 05 00 (B, 
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hoppers); Thurs.14 at about 0500 (T-3/GY-ZL), 
Wed.20 at about 05 00 (T, louvres); Tues.26 at 09 55 
on the Up (X44-10/GY-VVBP); Thurs.28 at 04 30 (2/ 
T, Lilydale VVCP van). Notice the absence of a van on 
Tues.5, and another sighting of a ZL on Thurs.14 — 
surely there won’t be many more. 

August also saw the introduction of the new time- 
table with reduced peak services from Surrey Hills and 
slower off-peak services because of the need to stop at 
Burnley, Hawthorn, Glenferrie and Auburn now that 
through Alamein services no longer run. 


September 86: This was a very steamy month at Surrey 
Hills, with two novel trips and one routine one. On 
Sat.6.9 the first ever run of a Hudson through Surrey 
Hills occurred. R707 hauled a Harris train to Belgrave 
for a fantrip which also included a ride on Puffing Billy. 
The R returned light to Melbourne. On Sun.14 the 
Yarra Glen monthly special was only short, K153-CE- 
3/E passing on the Down at 10 32. On Sun.21 a new 
venture steamed east. As part of the Spoletto Festival, 
two Melbourne rock bands toured the suburbs playing 
on a canopied flat wagon, with a BCE carvan attached. 
The train was hauled by K153. The first performance 
was at Flinders St at 1000, with Minister for 
Transport, Tom Roper, singing Pul! me off (my silly 
pedestal) to set the mood. The bands performed at 
Camberwell, then steamed through Surrey Hills to 
Blackburn and Ringwood. Other locations visited were 
Heidelberg, Sunshine and Oakleigh. 

To cater for football final traffic on Sun.7 services 
were run with 6-car trains instead of the usual 3-car 
trains. During the middle of the day, the frequency was 
increased to one train every 20 minutes, instead of the 
usual 40 minutes. 

Freight traffic was down: Tues.9 at 03 40 (T-12/GY- 
van); Tues.23 at 0410 (Tor X with 9/VPCX-van); 
Fri.26 at 0450 (X, VPCXs, GY, van). 

As well, there was a Down light engine (B) at 03 40 
on Thurs.11. 
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Rollingstock 


Comeng sets: Listed are some of the Comeng train 
sets which are out of numerical sequence in which they 
were delivered (as at 20.10): 


362M-1038T-376M 

336M-1006T-311M 

316M-1016T-332M 

565M-1100T-561M 

386M-1061T-421M 

363M-1036T-341M 

485M-1093T-496M 

330M-1025T-350M 

438M-1019T-339M 

422M-1063T-385M 
315M was scrapped after the Hurstbridge fire in 1983. 
Collison damaged cars that require major repairs 
ia 591M, 312M, 428M, 562M, 563M and 564M. 
JG 


B class locos: B69 was sent to Bendigo North 
workshops early in October to be repainted in V/Line 
livery. Originally there were nine VicRail tangerine B 
class locos, namely B64, B68, B69, B74, B80, B81, 
B82, B83 and B84. As at 5.10 the only one remaining 
in this livery is B68 which is stored. (JG) 


L class: L1166 has the modified side window and twin 
vertical marker lamps. It was noted in this state on 
4.10. As well, it has one single-arm pantograph and 
one of the original style — this is probably true for the 
whole class but is not obvious from ground or platform 
level. (RBS) 


Unusual Comeng trailer: Comeng trailer 1053T has 
been seen in service with an unusual seating arrange- 
ment. In what was probably a fitting out error, the 3- 
seat and 2-seat modules have been installed on the 
wrong sides of the car at one end only. While it appears 
to have no effect on the serviceability of the car, it does 
destroy the usual layout symmetry. (PJS) 


A class: Further A class locos to visit Bendigo North 
workshops for the process of fire-proofing side panels 
have been A60, A62, A66, A70, A71, A73, A79, A81 
and currently (7.11) A85. A60 has been sent to Clyde 
Engineering at Somerton for major repairs and A62 
has been out of service for some time undergoing 

bogie repair/replacement at Dynon. (JG) 


Wandering W: W250 was sighted in Melbourne yard 
on Sat.8.11 enroute to its new home in Healesville. It 
will be used by the Yarra Valley Railway on plant and 
ballast trains. (It was noted at Healesville on 
Sat.22.11). (IG) 


Repaints: S315 is at Dynon (7.11) being repainted in | 
the new V/Line livery as is S304 which is being 
repaired/repainted at Bendigo North. H2 was in V/ 
Line livery by Sat.25.10 and has also been fitted with 
cab airconditioning as has H1. B69 was in V/Line 
livery by Fri.31.10. 222BRS and D331 were in V/Line 
livery by Thurs.30.10 (both at Ballarat North 
workshops). 19BE and 50BES are both at Bendigo 
ney workshops undergoing overhaul/repainting. 
JG 


C502 and C509 descend Ingliston Bank with No.9128 goods on Sat.20.9.86. (Graham Withers) 
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Works 


Collingwood station reconstruction: Further to the 
report in Newsrail 9.86, it is now possible to see 
progress on the Up station building from a passing 
train. By early November the steel structure of the sta- 
tion building had been erected and the internal wall 
framing was being fitted prior to cladding the building. 
The new access ramp was also partly constructed. It 
was a far easier gradient than the old ramp but will be 
about three times as long as a result. 

The Down platform is now also accessed by a tem- 
porary stairway. This was constructed during August, 
after which the old Down station buildings were 
demolished. As yet progress on the new building is not 
visible from passing trains. (PJS) 


Hurstbridge line works: Further to the report in 
Newsrail 9.86, the Brown St Heidelberg bridge was 
opened to road traffic by late September. Although 
there is no obvious work taking place on the single line 
section, a speed restriction is still in place. 

At Watsonia, major excavations are being carried 
out in the cutting in the vicinity of the former Nell St 
level-crossing. The purpose is the construction of a 
road overbridge to provide a connection between 
Greensborough Rd south of Watsonia and a new road 
being built to bypass Greensborough itself. By early 
November, the bridge footings on the Down side of 
the line were being poured. (PJS) 


Eltham rail crossings: In recent months, some work 
has been carried out to improve the rail crossings at 
Eltham. New flashing lights and bells have been 
installed at the Diamond St crossing and the old flash- 
ing lights removed. Boom actuators are fitted to the 
new lights but, as yet, no action has been taken to fit 
| booms. 

At Railway Rd, new flashing lights complete with 
boom actuators have been erected but are not yet in 
service. The crossing is currently protected by the old 
flashing lights. Immediately on the Up side of the 
crossing a new signal mast has been erected to face, 
presumably Down trains. However its location is such 
that the new signal, when fitted, will quite probably be 
obscured by a wooden overhead stanchion. This may 
| be the reason that work appears to have stopped on 
this project. In any case, the problem will no doubt be 
overcome when the overhead wiring is upgraded. A 
large number of new steel stanchions have been 
_ stacked at Eltham for some months in readiness for 
| upgrading as most of the overhead in the area is sup- 
ported by wooden poles. 

At the third and busiest crossing, Wattle Tree Rd, 
the old flashing lights and bells have been replaced 
with new ones. Oddly, no boom actuators are fitted 
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although perhaps these are still to come. On the basis 
of vehicle traffic, this would be the most important 
crossing to fit with booms. (PJS) 


Ararat - Portland: The new Ararat - Portland signall- 
ing arrangements now been bought into use using long 
trailable point crossing loops and automatic electric 
staff instruments and the following observations have 
been made. 


Portland: The junction points for the Harbour Trust 
line have had the staff locking removed and the trail- 
able mechanism installed. A switchstand indicator is 
provided, the same as at Heywood. (i.e., two black 
discs facing Down trains and two white discs with black 
vertical bars facing Up). The points at the Up end of 
the departure siding are also trailable with a miniature 
switchstand and lie so that trains enter the former 
departure siding, which is now the arrival road. The 
former main line is now the departure road and a new 
2 position colour light departure home protects the 
single line from that point to the exchange sidings. A 
strategically placed CCW lever ensures all departing 
trains from the wharf area end up on the departure 
track. The loco depot and staff facilities at the exchange 
sidings are now in use, apparently replacing those at 
Hamilton. 


Jacksons Loop: (near Langi Logan) has an ANR type 
switchstand (inclined yellow arrow) at the Ararat end 
in lieu of the double disc type. 


Willaura Loop: has a switchstand as at Heywood at the 
Down end presumably because the staff locked 
Willaura wheat siding remains and consequently the 
Up searchlight home for the level-crossing flashing 
lights is also required. The home therefore must detect 
the lie of the Down end trailable points, which are 
immediately on the Up side of the level-crossing, as 
well as the operation of the flashing level-crossing 
lights. This avoids the risk of having a green light just 
before a possibly incorrectly set points. 


Hamilton: The loco yard and all trackwork have been 
removed but all the signals remain. Hamilton remains 
a Staff station although it no longer fits into the pattern 
of crossing loops on the line. 


Willaura Loop: The trailable points at the Down end 
of Willaura Loop are provided with a switch stand 
which displays 2 black discs for facing movements and 
2 white discs with vertical black bars for trailing move- 
ments. The Up two position (light) automatic signal at 
Edgarley Rd (248.2km) controls the movements 
across the roadway, and is also electrically detected 
with the Down end trailable points. (WN25/86) 
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Delays, Derailments, Etc. 


Bendigo Yard derailment: On Fri.3.10 the Up 
Mitiamo bulk grain train hauled by $313 and G514 was 
derailed over a set of points in the Bendigo yard on the 
Up side of Bendigo B signal box at 15 05. The last 4 
VHGYs came off the rails blocking the line from B box 
to the loco refuelling point. The front portion of the 
train was hauled clear of the site and later departed for 
Maryborough at 23 50. Three sets of points and about 
20 metres of track were destroyed as a result of the 
derailment. 

On Sat.4.10, two mobile cranes were on site assisting 
with rerailing of the 4 VHGYs. After rerailing, 3 
VHGYs were placed in the loco storage area and the 
fourth remained at the site of the derailment. All 
wagons were rerailed by early afternoon. 

Bendigo yard arrangements were disrupted for five 
weeks after the derailment. All locos into and out of 
the loco depot had to approach the depot from A box 
and carriage sets were stabled at the platforms instead 
of the car sheds. On Sun.5.10 and Sun.12.10, the SH 
set which forms the 0450 Up Melbourne stabled at 
No.2 platform and the N set which forms the 06 50 Up 
Melbourne stabled at No.1 platform. (AC) 


Bendigo again: A G class locomotive, the biggest to 
operate in to Bendigo, was derailed at 0210 
Mon.27.10, as it was being brought out of the loco 
sheds at the Bendigo railway station in tandem with a T 
class engine. The engines were to have hauled 1620 
tonnes of wheat to Maryborough. 

The two locomotives were travelling on com- 
paratively light (30 kg) rails and had not been brought 
onto the heavier main lines when the tracks spread 
beneath the rear bogie of the G. The accident is 
believed to have been caused by deterioration of the 
bed after the recent rains. 

The T class was back on line by 14 00 but workmen, 
even with the help of two heavy duty cranes, had 
difficulty getting the 130 tonne G class back on its 
tracks. The line was finally cleared at 15 35. (PC) 


On Tues.21.10.86 Hitachi set 161M, 924T, 28M, 38M, 1022T and 116M, was approaching South Kensington when a 
pole carrying overhead fell onto 161M due to high winds. The overhead was damaged and no trains ran on the Up 
line through South Kensington between 15 45 and 18 30. (lan MacCowan) 


Hudson stalls: R761 made a very impressive trip from 
Melbourne to Bacchus Marsh and then on to Ballan on 
the Nursing Mothers’ Association charter trip on 
Sun.14.9.86. The section from Bacchus Marsh to 
Ballan was a delight to the eyes and ears with a load of 
720 passengers on board. We had been told that one 
car would be dropped off for this section to reduce the 
weight but at the time the decision was made to leave it 
attached. 

After turning R761 stalled on the climb out of Bac- 
chus Marsh. Mr Hogan of Steamrail, who was travell- 
ing home by road, rushed back with the megaphone to 
tell us there was no extra charge for our third visit to 
Bacchus Marsh! The train shunted to about 500 metres _ 
on the Down side of the station and then stormed the ~ 
hill, experiencing no difficulty the second time. (DW) 


Late departure Sunday: Sun.24.8, was not an 
auspicious day for V/Line. A points failure in the 
Spencer St Yard before 08 30 caused severe disruption 
to country departures. The 09 25 Down Bairnsdale, on 
which the Minister for Transport was to travel Morwell 
- Traralgon after flying from Melbourne, was least 
affected and departed at 09 35. 

The next departure was the 09 30 Horsham which 
was 36 minutes late, with two S class locos. This was 
followed by the 09 50 Albury which departed at 10 09 
behind N?-A60. N451 departed for Geelong at 10 19 | 
instead of 09 35 and last away was the 09 35 Swan Hill . 
at 10 24 with N456-N455. (ECC) 


Spion Kop collision: On Wed.5.11 the 1748 Down 
Broadmeadows, a Comeng set came into sidelong colli- 
sion with one of two H class locos whilst traversing the 
relocated track leading to the bridge spanning the 
Williamstown - Sunshine lines. Fortunately, due to the 
lethargic progress of the suburban past Spion Kop, this | 
collision was not serious. The leading bogie of the first | 
coach was derailed, but it appeared that very little | 
damage was done to any of the vehicles involved and 
there were no casualties. (WAP) 
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Taildisc 


Clifton Hill: An item in ‘Taildisc’, Newsrail, April 
1982, the unusual features of Clifton Hill were 
described. The writer pondered on how long these 
features would survive and encouraged one and all to 
hurry and get photos of the Tait trains at this location 
and some other features of the line. 

As we all know, the Taits are gone from service (and 
almost from existence) but it is interesting to reflect 
that, nearly five years later, other than the Taits, little 
else described in the article has changed. However one 
should not be complacent, it is now the turn of the 
Harris trains to disappear. So hurry out and take those 
photos before it is too late. It will not be long before 
there are only Hitachi and Comeng trains. (PJS) 


Station query: There was a station near Ballarat on the 
Geelong line named Navigator which is rather 
unusual. As I am by profession a Navigator, now 
retired, I am anxious to find out the history of the sta- 
tion, how it got its name, etc., and particularly like to 
buy or borrow a photo of the station with its name 
showing if possible. All correspondence will be 
answered. Richard Hope, 53 Seymour Road, Elstern- 
wick, 3185. (03) 528 3380. (RH) 


Refurbished Harris Trains: Further to ‘Questions’, p. 
318 in October’s ‘Taildisc’, 901M-908M entered ser- 
vice after rebuilding as 601M-608M and 3501T-3508T 
entered service after rebuilding as 1501T-1508T. 
(MLW) 


L class locos: Further to my article (Aug.86, p. 231- 
235), Nov.81 p. 277 reveals that L1163 had a nose 
mounted whistle at one end, whereas L1173 had nose 
mounted whistles at each end (Apr.75, p. 81). L1163 
had gained its extra horns by 4.11.75 (see Mar.76, p. 
64). L1160 hauled the Warragul - Melbourne stage of 
the Mirboo North Vintage Train on Sun.4.3.73. It 
presumably had hauled the Down train that morning 
(E1111 was used from Warragul to Morwell, and T409 
to Mirboo North). L1161 hauled the Vintage Train to 
Moe on Sun.5.1.75. L1166 worked the 21st annivers- 
ary Gippslander on Tues.22.7.75 (see Oct.75, p. 236). 
L1171 hauled an ARHS Stratford tour on 28.5.77 (see 
Jan.-Feb.78, p. 11). Other major articles on Ls 
appeared in July 78 and Sept.78. (RBS) 


High speed tests: Further to Sept.86, p. 275, the train 
being tested at 160 km/h between Glenorchy and 
Lubeck on Wed.23.7.86 was the LH set which is equip- 
ped with Socimi bogies. (RBS) 


Steam servicing facilities: Reading the interesting 
article on servicing facilties from the steam era in the 
Nov.86 Newsrail, the author mentioned that there 
might be some facilities overlooked. So here is a photo 
of the water tank at Marnoo on the now-closed 
Bolangum line. I assume it is a B type tank and the only 
one that I know of sitting on a wooden frame. The tank 
is situated at the Down end of the yard. (MS) 
(Photo Mick Stope) 


PHOTO QUIZ: 


Answer to Photo Quiz on page 19. 
YELTA. 
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RAILWAY QUIZ: 


Last month’s answer: The first mail sorting van 
entered service in 1865 and was withdrawn from ser- 
vice on the 27.8.1932. The first hearse entered service 
in 1858 and were used until July 1953. 


This month’s question: At which stations on the 
electrified MET network do you use the same platform 
to catch all Up and Down trains. (Answer next 
month). 


NOTHING TO DO 
ON TUESDAY NIGHTS? 


Why not visit the ARHS Archives on the Down plat- 
form at Windsor from 8.00 p.m. See you there! 


P. J. P. PRODUCTIONS 


20 Daly Street, Gisborne, Victoria, 3437 


MODEL RAILWAY EQUIPMENT 


Australia-wide Mail Service, write for stock/price lists. 
Please advise if HO/OO — N or O scale lists required. 


NEWSRAIL 


CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS 


How to Place your Advertisement: Using block letters 
include full name, address and phone number and send 
with cheque (no cash) payable to the ARHS to the 
Advertising Manager, Michael de Josselin, 6 Roymar 
Crt., Wonga Park, 3115. Closing date of Advertise- 
ments is the 18th of each month. 


Charges: A minimum of $3.00 per entry per month. A 
maximum of 5 words per line and a limit of 6 lines. If 
more than 6 lines are required a surcharge of 50 cents 
per line applies. 


WANTED TO SELL 


Books: Large selection of books dealing with Railway 
and Transport History. Specials—Fastest Trains in the 
World (Allen) $13.00 inc. p/p; Great Steam Trains of 
Australia (Burke) $15.00 inc. p/p; ML2 Story (Berming- 
ham) $11.00 inc. p/p; Great Locomotives by Allen, $13.00 
inc. p/p. Anchorage Bookshop, The Basement, 353 
Flinders Lane, Melbourne, 3000. Phone (03) 62 3047. 
Business Hours: Mon. to Fri. 9.30 am to 5.30 pm. Sat. 
9.30 am to 12.30 pm. 


Rivarossi HO American Prototype — Steam Loco- 
motives from the compact 0-4-0 Saddle Tank to the 
mighty articulated Big Boy. Please write for Stock/Price 
List. P.J.P. Productions, 20 Daly Street, Gisborne, 
Victoria, 3437. 
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Transport House 


Ground Floor 


589 Collins Street 
Melbourne 3000 
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PEE ENGINE SEED 


i 
MODEL RAILROAD SUPPLIES 
5 Carrington Road, Box Hill, 3128 I 
Phone: (03) 890 7027 
Hours: Monday-Tuesday 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. i 
Wednesday, Thursday, Friday 9 a.m. to 9 p.m. I 
Saturday 9 a.m. to 12 noon. I 
Ly 
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YOUR CONPLETE MODEL RAILWAY 
HOBBY CENTRE 
490 Dorset Road, Croydon, Vic. 3136 
Phone: (03) 723 1211 


I 

I 

I 

OPENS: 10 am MON.-FRI. — 9 am SAT. I 
CLOSES: 6 pm MON.-THURS. — 9 pm FRI. — 1 pm SAT. i 
I 

I 


1 Ng 
! TRAIN WORLD 
| 624 Hawthorn Road, East Brighton 3187. 596 6342. 
OPEN: MON.-SAT. 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. and late (9 p.m.) Fridays 
Magazines/Books: Australian, USA, UK — Direct Importers. 4 


| Model Trains from U.S.A/U.K. Good range always in stock. 
New and used models. Bankcard welcome. 


HOBBYCRAFT 


for Model Railways 
“N” GAUGE A SPECIALTY 


1351 Burke Road, East Kew 3102 
Phone: (03) 80 3241 
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RAIL ENTHUSIASTS 
GUIDE TO 
BRISBANE 


"_ 


Rail 
Enthusiasts 
Guide to 
Brisbane 


by Brian Webber 


This guide tells the enthusiast everything he 
wants to know about the Brisbane rail network. 
Includes 39 pages of text, 24 photographs and 3 
maps. It will make a most suitable souvenir of a 
visit to Brisbane and will, in future years, provide 


an excellent historical record of the railways of 
Brisbane in 1986. 


$4.50 includes Postage 
CREDIT CARDS WELCOME 
Write to Free Post No. 6 


(No stamp required) 
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P.O. BOX 1013, 
ALICE SPRINGS, N.T. 5750. 


Telephone (089) 52 3128 
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RAILWAY VIDEOTAPES 


Duplicated in Australia from 1” PAL Master 
Available in VHS and BETA 


MAIN LINE MAGIC 
The Return of Double-Headed Hudsons 


After an absence of over a 
decade the huge ‘R’ class 
4-6-4 steam locomotives 
have returned to the rail 
network in Victoria on 
special trains. For the first 
time since restoration of 
these powerful locomotives 
. two were allowed to double- 
4 head on the main line from 
North Geelong to Ararat 
and return to Melbourne via 
Bacchus Marsh on 8th 
September, 1985. 


The Association of Railway Enthusiasts Limited 
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Not only that, but parallel running of the two R’s from 
Werribee to North Shore was achieved. Truly an event 
to bring back that ‘Main Line Magic’. 


A.R.E. Video is proud to present this video tape of a 
once-only event which was filmed by a team of profes- 
sional cameramen including one in a helicopter and 
narrated by Graham Evans. 


Highlights include — parallel running of R 761 and R 
766 at high speed as recorded from the air, on board the 
trains and track-side. 


®@ Double-headed R classes crossing Moorabool Via- 
duct as recorded from various locations. 


@ Cab ride R 766 at over 60 m.p.h. (100 km/h). 


Colour — Running time 59 minutes approximately. (Hi-fi 
sound). $39.95. 


Plus THE BEST OF BRITISH! 
THE NICK LERA VIDEO COLLECTION 


NEW RELEASE 
CAPE TO CAIRO RAILWAY 


South African Class 25 locomotives charge 
across the desolate Karoo. Zimbabwe's 
mighty Garratts thunder up to Victoria Falls, 
and steams last run to Kilimanjaro in Kenya. 
Also rare archive films of a 1929 trip from 
Cape to Cairo and the building of the 
Garratts in 1946. 


‘Enthralling record of a bygone age’, 
Railway World. 


‘Spectacular colour, a video worth owning’, 
Railway Magazine. 


‘Brilliant scenes with arbitrary and impact’, 
Steam Railway. 


60 mins. colour, hi-fi sound. $49.95 


OTHER TITLES AVAILABLE 


STEAM IN THE WEST 
A Celebration of GW150 


Comprehensive coverage of the GW150 special steam 
events. Exclusive footplate filming on board ‘Clun 
Castle’ at Stratford and crossing Brunel's Saltash 
Bridge. Double-headed Castles at Dawlish and on the 
Devon Banks. ‘City of Truro’, GW 2-8-0 on goods, 2-6-2 
T on the main line. A must for Great Western fans. 
40 mins. colour, hi-fi sound. $49.95 


STEAM IN THE HIGHLANDS 


Considered by many to be the finest in the Collection, 
this videotape covers recent steam operations on two of 
the most beautiful railway lines in Scotland, the Kyle of 
Lochalsh and Fort William — Mallaig lines. See ‘black 
fives’ and the historic North British locomotive ‘Maude’ 
in action. 30 mins. colour, hi-fi sound. $49.95 


AVAILABLE FROM: 


The Railfan Shop— 
Transport House, 589 Collins St, Melbourne 


The Engine Shed Pty. Ltd.— 5 Carrington St, Box Hill 
Southern Cross Video— 216 Swanston St, Melbourne 
Buffer Stop— 535 Plenty Rd, Preston 
Train World Pty. Ltd.— 624 Hawthorn Rd, East Brighton 
Hearns Hobbies— 24 Flinders St, Melbourne 


Or ask your local hobby shop. 


Price Lists and Trade Enquiries: A.R.E. Sales, Box 4810, Mail Centre, Melbourne, 3001. All the above programs © 


Duplicated in Australia and distributed exclusively in Australia and New Zealand by 
Association of Railway Enthusiasts Ltd. on A.R.E. Video. 


Printed by Magenta Press Pty. Ltd. 560 7833 @ Typeset by Peter Boyd, 561 4860 
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